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SUB J : DETENTION OF SPANISH MILITARY OFFICERS 

1. WHILE THE GREATEST SECRECY CONTINUES TO SURROUND 
THE INVESTIGATION OF THE DETAINED SPANISH OFFICERS, 

THE INDEPENDENT DAILY "YA" OF AUGUST 15 DID PRINT 

A STORY RELATING THAT NINE OFFICERS (THE DETENTION 
OF THE TENTH OFFICER IS NOT YET IN THE PUBLIC DOMAIN) 

HAVE NOW APPOINTED MILITARY DEFENSE ATTORNEYS, INCLUDING 
A COUPLE AT THE LT.COL. OR COLONEL RANK. 

2. THE FIRST OF THE FAMILIES TO TALK FOR PUBLICATION IS 
THAT OF MAJOR LUIS OTERO, WHOSE WIFE HAS DETAILED FOR 
A SPANISH NEWS MAGAZINE (QTE POSIBLE UNQTE) THE EARLY 
MORNING ARREST OF HER HUDBAND, ACCOMPANIED BY A 
DETAILED SEARCH OF HER HOME. SHE STATES SHE WAS 
REASSURED HER HUDBAND WOULD NOT BE MISTREATED. AND 
MAKES NO REPEAT NO CHARGE OF MISTREATMENT. 

3. A SENIOR MFA OFFICIAL WELL KNOWN TO THE EMBASSY 
TALKED TO THE DEFENSE ATTORNEY OF CAPTAIN RESTITUTO 
VALERO ON AUGUST 14, BUT APPARENTLY LEARNED NOTHING 
NEW ABOUT THE CASE. THE SOURCE DID SAY THAT TO HIS 
KNOWLEDGE VALERO'S POLITICAL ACTIVITY HAD CONSISTED 
LARGELY OF MEMBERSHIP IN A FLEDGLING POLITICAL DISCUSSION 
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IS A QTE CULTURAL UNQTE SOCIETY. THIS CLUB, 

FAR FROM BEING SUBVERSIVE, IS RUN OPENLY BY OUR 
SOURCE AS A SIDELINE. 

4. THE MFA OFFICIAL CHARACTERIZES VALERO, TOGETHER 

WITH 14 OTHER YOUNGER OFFICERS HE SAYS BELONG TO HIS GROUP, 

AS THOROUGHLY DEMOCRATIC AND SUPPORTIVE OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
SUCCESSION. HE TAKES THE LINE THAT THERE ARE HUNDREDS OF 
OFFICERS WITH SIMILAR VIEWS AND SAYS THE ARRESTS CONSTITUTE 
A MAJOR BLUNDER IN THAT THEY SERVE ONLY TO POLITICIZE 
FURTHER THE YOUNGER OFFICERS. 

5. WE REPORT THESE COMMENTS FOR THEIR CONTRAST 
TO THE LINE TAKEN BY SENIOR MILITARY OFFICERS. 

BUT OUR MFA SOURCE, IS A POLITICAL DILETTANTE AND NOT 
PARTICULARLY ASTUTE IN THESE MATTERS. WHAT HE SAYS SHEDS 
LITTLE LIGHT ON THE EXTENT AND NATURE OF VALERO'S AND THE OTHER 
DETAINED OFFICERS' CONTACTS AND ACTIVITIES. 

6. A NUMBER OF THESE FUTURE ORIENTED GROUPS HAVE 
SPRUNG UP IN THE WAKE OF SPAIN'S MODEST POLITICAL 
LIBERALIZATION. THEY SERVE AS THINLY VEILED DEVICES - THUS FAR 
TOLERATED BY THE REGIME - FOR DISCUSSING WHAT TO DO AFTER 
FRANCO. WHAT IS IMMEDIATELY INTERESTING ABOUT OUR SOURCE'S GROUP 
IS THAT OUT OF A MEMBERSHIP OF ABOUT 130, HIS GROUP CONSIDERS 

15 MILITARY OFFICERS TO BE MEMBERS. 

STABLER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MILITARY PERSONNEL, DETENTION, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 16 AUG 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: greeneet 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975MADRID05713 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750284-0225 
From: MADRID 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750846/aaaabnoq.tel 

Line Count: 88 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: greeneet 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 18 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <18 JUN 2003 by ElyME>; APPROVED <29 OCT 2003 by greeneet> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: DETENTION OF SPANISH MILITARY OFFICERS 
TAGS: MILI, PINT, PINS, SP 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



